
April 3, 1997

HAND DELIVER,!

William F. Caton
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M st., NW
Washington, DC 20554
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Re: General Communication, Inc.
Ex Parte Re ort CC Dockets

Dear Mr. Caton:

General communication, Inc. (GCI) hereby gives notice of an ex
parte contact. Kathy Shobert of GCI met with Dan Gonzales of
Commissioner Chong's office to discuss the attached and its
position in the above captioned proceedings.

Sin erelY'~~

Kathy L. Shobert
Director, Federal Affairs

cc: Dan Gonzales
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INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS

Company

Fairbanks Municipal utilities System

Telephone utilities of Alaska

Douglas
Eielson A.F.B.
Ft. Wainwright
Juneau/Lemon Creek
Sterling

Telephone utilities of the Northland

Delta Junction/Ft. Greely
Homer
Kenai
Kodiak
Nenana
Ninilchik
North Kenai
North Pole
Seldovia
Soldotna

Access Lines

32,351

26,718

1,298
2,139
3,029

10,872
9,380

40,982

1,675
5,787
5,837
6,942

371
606

2,055
8,484

320
8,905
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April 2. 1997

Alaska Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue. Suite 400
Anchorage. AK. 99501

Dear Commissioners:

Attached please find a copy ofour bona fide request, dated April 2. 1997. to
Fairbanks Municipal Utilities System ("NUSj. for interconnection services and
network elements. As you know, FMUS is classified as a "Rural Telephone
Compan~under the terms oftha Telecommunications Act of1996. The request.
and this notice are presented under the terms of Sections 251 and 252 ofthe Act..
Ifyou have any questions regarding this notice. please feel free to call me at 265
5664. ThaIJk you lot your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 Denali Street • Suite 1000 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/285-5800
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April 2. 1997

Mr. Frank Biondi, General Manacer
Fairbanks MUIlicipal Utilities System
645 Fifth Avenue
Fairbanks, AI{ 99707

Re: Interconnection for 1Dca.l Services

Dear Mr. Biondi:

This correspondence will serve to request that Fairbanks Municipal Utilities
System ("NUS") begin cood faith necotiatioDS towards voluntary aareem.ent for
interconnection, services and network elements DeCeS881'Y for GCI Communication
Corp., ("GCI) to provide local telecommunications services in the Fairbanks area.
This letter constitutes a bona fide request for such interconnection, services and
network elements under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the
"Act;») and AS 42.05.311. To ascertain the final terms and network configurations, it
will be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices for telecommunications services to be
resold at just and reasonable prices, and for other inte1'CODXl8Ction' and network
elements. In order to facilitate the start of negotiations, this letter sets forth
necessary terms and conditions for resale interconnection and" network element
interconnection separately. "

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Act. NUS must offer for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subscribers who are not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates, less any
portion attributable to marketing, billing, collection, overhead or other costs that
will be avoided by FMUS. Gel proposes that FMUS provide, for resale at wholesale
rates any telecommunications service that FMUS provides at retail to customers
who are not telecommunications carriers, including not only currentt~d services,

2550 Denali Street • Suite 1000 • Anohorage. Alaska 99603-2781 • 907/265-5600
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but also any promotional services offered for a period of more than 90 days.
discounted services, "erandfathered" services still being provided.. bundled service
offerings and special contract services. GCI will acree not to resell residential
serviC&$ to nonresidential end users. nor to resell LifeliDe or any other means-tested
service to end users not eligible to subscribe to such service offerings. Services
provided tor resale shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions, and
provided within the same time interval' (i.a. provisioning, installation or .repair)
that FMUS provides these services to others. including end users.

UNBUNDLED NE1WORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act. FMUS must also provide, to requesting telecommunications carrier&,
interconnection and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feasible point, on rates. terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
nondi8eriminatory. This must also include appropriate outage tenns (such as
credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate terms. In
combination with resale, discussed above, interconnection with GCI's local facilities
and unbundled access to certain FMUS network elements can serve to. allow the
provisioning by GCI of competitive local telecommunications services. The points
and types of interconnection and access, £Or which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbundled loops include any and all elements that provide the connection, at all
levels, between the end user customer's premises aDd the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or its equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber se:rviees and services such as
ISDN, that require that facilities be free of intrusive devices such as load coils or
bridge taps.

1. Network Interface Device: The device used to establish connection between.the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop: The physical facility connecting the Network Interface Device to the
central office subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used, such as Digital Loop Carrier (DLC)
architecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the
Network Interface Device and the MDF at the central office (or its equivalent).
In cases where remote switching equipment is used, and frame space or
entrance facility are not constrained, the loop is considered to be the physical
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facilities between the Network Interface Device and the remote switching
facility MDF (or its equivalent).

Unbundled Switching Elements

Unbundled switehioC includes any and all elements of a central office switch andlor
remote switching systems through which an end user's loop is connected to a petwork
to create a desired communication path between the end user and another point
based on sienals orieinated by the end user.

1. Local Switchinl: The hardware (trunk-side and Hne-side access) and software
necessary to create a desired communic.ation path between the end user and
another point baaed on signals originated by the end user. Local Switching
includes all features. functions. and capabilities of the switch, which: include.
but are not limited to the basic switching function of connecting lines to lines.
lines to trunks, trunks to lines. and trunks to trunks, as well as the same basic
capabilities made available to the FMUS' customers, such as a telephone
number. white pqe listing. and dial tone and all other features that the switch
is capable of providinlt including but not limited to. the provision of billing
information (end user and accees), custom calling, custom local area signaling
service features, and Centrex, as well as any technically feasible customized
routing functions provided by the switch.

2. Local Tandem Switching: The hardware and software necessary to connect a
central oftice switch to another central office switch or to another point based on
routing instructions received by the local tandem switch. Local Tandem
SwitchinC includes the basic switehinr function of connectine trunks to trunks
and all other functions that are centralized in tandem switches (as
distinguished from separate end-office switches), including but not limited to
call recording, the routing ofcans to operator services. and signaling conversion
features.

Unbundled Transport Elements

Unbuncl:led transport includes any and all physical facilities (dedicated or shared).
hardware and software used to connect central office switches, local tandem
switches, remote switches. and other networks in any combination required to
provide a requested service. Such connection shall include connection to equipment
~signated by the requesting telecommunications carrier and the provision of
requested services shall include obtaining the functionality provided by digital
cross-eonnect systems and multiplexing systems in the same manner that the
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NUS provides such functionality to interexchange carrierl. Transport elements
include, but are not limited to, rights-of-way, utilidors and utiliwa.1b, conduit, poles,
physical strand support, microwave dishes and towers, as well as all radio, fiber and
copper transport facilities. Such facilities may be "dark" Or may include any
electronics employed, whether microwave, copper or fiber based, and employing any
multiplexing scheme or transmission protocol.

Collocation

GCI requests a discussion as to physiCal collocation of Gel equipment necessary for
interconnection or access to unbWldled network elements within existing wire
centers. GCI reqUests discussion as to virtual eollocation to any remaining FMUS
wire centers for interconnection and access to unbundled elements, where physical
collocation is not, for any reason, negotiated.

1. Physical Collocation: All necessary iloor $pa~, power, heating, air conditioning,
climate control, me control, lighting, security, and safe, secure access to locate
equipment and facilities within central offices and wire centers, 01' remote
installations, such as remote switching systems, digital loop and subscriber loop
carriers, and fiber and other transport nodes' used to connect to facilitiea, or
hardware provided by an entity for itself or to facilities 01' hardware provided by
the LEe in any combination. No restrictions may be placed on the type or
manufacturer of equipment or facilities used so 10111 as the equipment or
facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations regarding the manufacture of
equipment and generally accepted industry standards.

2. Virtual Collocation: The ability to connect transmission facilities provided by
an entity to transmission facilities provided by the LEe at any point at which
the LEC interconnects transmission facilities. No restrictions may be placed on
the type or manufacturer of equipment" or facilities used in such interconnection
so lone as the equipment or facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations
regarding the manufacture of equipment and generally accepted industry
standards.

Unbundled Directory Assistance and Directory Listings

Unbundled directory assistance includes the necessary hardware, software.
information and databases to perform directol")' services, including the publication of
directories.
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1. Directory Platforms: The hardware and software used to provide directory
services. Acc~8S to the platform (if any) will be provided in such a way 80 as to
allow remote directory stations to be connected to the platform.

2. Directory Listinls and Databases: The directory listinp, as wen as access to
databases with information on individual telephone numbers, inc1udinc the
name, address, aip code, city (or other location identifier) and the ability to .
search for telephone numbers based em a name, address, or other location
identifier.

Unbundled Operations Support Systems

Unbundled operations support systems are each of the systems, including the
necessary hardware, software and databases, used in the ordering, proVisioning,
maintenance, teetiq, billing. and updating of network databases. As' discussed
below under quality of services, access to each of the operations support systems
shall be provided through the use of an electronic interface where possible. Each
operations support system must provide timely information the same as-tbe
information FMUS provides to itself. In all cases, FMUS should discuss with OCI
the steps necessary to provide access t() electronic databases OIl a dedicated port
basis. facilitating remote (off-site) access to said databases.

1. Ordering and ProvWoning: The systems, databases, and procedures in whicl1
the LEe establishes a request for service, including aU features and functions,
assigns telephone numbers, schedules a date and time for installation (if access
to a location is required or ifa service call is required to activate service). This
includes but is not limited to input to and appropriate retrieval ofdata from the
service order input system, plant assignment records and the service order
dispatch system. Where plant records are established and maintained in paper
format only, access to current editions of those recot'ds, on site or telephonically
by Gel, will also be provided on a routine and scheduled basis. Input
capabilities must be provided into other databases which establish directory
listings, populate LIDB, and update directory services databases upon
provisioDing afthe end user's service. Input into databases to activate features
and functions ordered by the end user must also be provided to fully implement
the end users service request.

2. Billing: The information recorded by the central office, adjunct processor. or
centralized recording devices relating to calls from or to an end user's loop.
Billing information shall be furnished on request and shall include all
information necessary to bill the end user for calls it is required to pay for and
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verify all information necessary to verify charges for service. that GCI is
requir&d to pay for. FMUS will provide ill the retrieval of data from the
database in which FMUS stores customer information used to generate a bill to
the end user based on the service and features and functions ordered by the end
user. Billing information used to generate a bill for or to GOI would include, but
not be limited to, data in the appropriate Automatic Message Accounting
(AM,A) records and the Carrier Access Billini System (OABS) databases.

8. Maintenance: The systems, databases, and procedures in which FMUS
generates customer reported troubles, schedules appointments for work at end
user premises. and schedules repair actions. Where trouble tickets are still
tracked manually, access to those reoords regarding Gel end users should also
be provided. Access to appropriate data from databases which monitor and
report on the integrity of the FMUS network and can be used to inform eD.d users
ofnetwork problems impacting the end user·s ability to complete calls" to specific
locations. Access to maintenance databases would include, but not be limited
to, access to the trouble dispatch system and any network monitoring and
trouble tracking systems. Where trouble tickets are still tracked .manually,
access to those records must also be provided.

4. Testing: The systems used by the LEe to isolate troubles and direct repair
operations. The systems used by the LEO to routinely test individual parts of
the network (loops, switches, transmission, and other functional parts of the
network) and report on the performance of these individual parta. This section
should be interpreted to reQ.uire access to the systems. databases, and
procedures listed above under maintenance. Line and trunk testing !Or GCI
facilities shall be furnished on request, along with testing Cor any module or bay
housing GOI lines and trunks.

5. Quality of serviCe: Access to each of the operations support systems shall be
provided tbroUlh the use of electronic interfaces, or if such interfaces are not
utilized by FMUS. then the best means practically available. Each operations
support system must provide timely information, the same as or better than
the information FMUS provides to itself. In all cases, FMUS should discuss
with Gel the steps necessary to, as soon as possible. provide access to electronic
databases on a dedicated port basis. facilitating remote (off-site) access to said
databases. .

Support services provided relatini to resale shall be equal in quality, 8ubject to
the same conditions, and provided within the same provisioning time intervals
that FMUS provides these services to others, including end users. Support
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services provided relating to unbundled network elements (i.e. assignment,
iDstallation or repair) shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions,
and provided within the same provisioning time intervals that FMUS provides
these services to itself or others, includinC end users.

FMUS shoUld furnish to GCI comparative quality of service and network
permrmance data, reporting FMUS ve. CLEC performance (average installation
time, average outqes, etc.) the same as or better than the information data
that FMUS provides to itself.

NOTICE OF CHANGES

Whether competitive local services are provided by resale of telecomm~catioDS
services Dr through the use of facilities (mterconnected and/or unb~), the Act
requires FMUS to provide reasonable notice to GCI of changes in the information
necessary for the provision of such services, as well as any of any other changes that

. would affect the interoperability of our respective facilities and networks. OCI
would propose that FMUS provide GCI with notice reprmng any netwo.rk change
that will affect GCfs performance or ability to provide service or will atreet NUS'
interoperability with other service providers. Such notice shall be given to the
public. incl.udinc GCI, pursuant to the RelUlations contained at 47 C.F.R. 51.325
385, and to GCI individually at regularly scheduled meetings between designated
engineering representatives of the parties. FMUS shall give notice to OCI of its
initial election of methods under 47 C.F.R. 51.329(a) and of any changes in such
method. GCI also specifically requests pricing of any, and all systems training
materials and support necessary to implement any such changes as part of such
DOQ~. .

NUMBER PORTABILITYIDIALING PARITY
I

Under the Act, FMUS must provide number portability to subscribers and dialing
parity to competing providers of local telecommunications services. In the event
that theBe cannot be provided with existing software, GOI would propose that
number portability, and dialing parity for 0+, 0-, 411, 555-1212, 844 etc., be
instituted on an interim basis.

1. Number Portability: Proper implementation of Number Portability awaits
industry consensus and is dependent On deployment of a Service Control Point
based Advanced Intelligent Network. Until such an indu8try plan for
implementing local number portability is developed. and a network supporting
such a plan is available at FMUS. Gel would propose implementing number
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portability through the establishment of its own dedicated NXXs in each Wire
Center. and the use ofa Direct Inward Dialing-type solution. to support retention
ofexisting numbers by current FMUS customers migrating to GCI, upon entry by
Gel into local competition in FMUS service areas.

2. Dialing Parity: 'Dialinr: paritY means that a person that is not an affiliate of a
local exchange carrier is able to provide telecommunications services in such a
manner that customers have the ability to route automati.cally, without the use
ofany access code, their telecommunications to the telecommunications services
provider of the customer's designation from among two or more
telecommunications services providers (including such local exchange carrier.)
Gel anticipates that FMUS' current capabilities can accommodate the provision
ofdialing parity.

RIGHTS-OF-WAY

In addition to the collocation described above, FMUS shall provide GCI with non
discrill';D8tory access to any pole, duet. conduit, utilidorslwalk or rirh:ts-of -way
(including fee property) owned or controlled by it. Non-discriminatory access shall
include any use to which NUS puts such facilities or property, including the
placement of equipment, including remote terminals, on property owned or
controlled by FMUS. In order to facilitate negotiations and finalize facilities plans.
it is necessary that GCl be provided adequate information reprding the placement
and fill as to these £acilities, especially as they relate to the interconnection and
access points referenced above.

RECIPROCAL COHPENMTION

Finally, NUS and OCI must negotiate and establish reciprocal compenaation
arrangements for the transport and termination of telecommuni~tion traffic
between the networks. This reciprocal compensation arrangement must be just and
r88&Onable, such that the terms and conditions provide for the mutual and reciprocal
recovery of costs associated with the transport and termination on the respective
facilities of calls originating on the facilities of the other. Further, the terms and
conditions must be based upon a reasonable approximation of the additional costs
of terminating such calls. GCl would propose that this reciprocal recovery be
initially provided by a "bill-and-keep· arrangement as to any facilities affected,
pending final network configuration.
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Pursuant to the Act, a oopy of this :equest is being furnished to the Alaska Public
Utilities Commission. We look forward to your timely response to this request and
the start of negotiations.

Gel COMMUNICATION, CORP.

-

By.~
Mai'kR:Moderow

Its: Corporate Counsel

oc: APUC
1016 West Sixth Avenue. Suite 400
Anchorage,AK 99601
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April 2. 1997

Alaska Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue. Suite 400
Anchorage. AK. 99501

Dear Commissioners:

Attached please find a copy ofour bona fide request, dated April 2, 1997. to
Telephone Utilities of the Northland. Inc.. d/b/a PTI TelecoaunUDications(~.
for interconnection services and network elem.ents. .As you know. TUN! is classified
84 a l'Rural Telephone Company" under the terms ofthe Telecommunications Act of
1996. The request, and this uotice are presented under the terms of Sections 251
and 252 oftha Act.

Ifyou have any questions regarding this notiee. please feel nee to call me at 265
5664. Thank you for your titD.e and attention.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 Denali Street' SUite 1000 • Anchorage. Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/266-6600
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Mr. John Erickson
VlC8 President, Alaska Opefations
Telephone Utilities of the Northland, Inc.
d/b/a! PTI Telecommunications
3940 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage, AK 99503

&: 1DtercoDDeCtionfor Local Services

DearMr. Erickaon:

This correspondence will serve'to requeet that Telephone Utilities of the Northland,
Inc. ("TUNr') begin good faith l1eaotiatiOD6 towards voluntary agreement tor
interconnection, services and network elements necessary £or GCI Communication
Corp., C'GCI") to provide local telecommunications services in the entire study areas
encompassing Delta Junction, Fort Greely. Homer. Kenai, Kodiak, Kodi.ak Coast
GUSl'd. Nenana, Ninilchik, North Kenai, North Pole, Seldovia, and Soldotna. This
letter constitutes a bona fide request for such interconnection. services and network
elements under both the terms or the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the "Acf')
and AS 42.05.311. To ascertain the final terms and network configurations. it will
be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices for telecommunications services to be
resold at just ~d reasonable prices, and for other interconnection and network
elements. In order to f'acilitate the start of negotiations. this letter sets forth
necessary terms and conditions for resale interconnection and network element
interconneetioJ\ separately.

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Act, TUN! must ofter for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subscribers who are not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates. less any
portion attributable to marketing, billing, collection, overhead or other costs that

2550 Denal Street. Suite 1000 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/265-6600
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will be avoided by TONI. OCl proposes that TUN! provide, for resale at wholesale
rates, any telecommunications service that TUN! provides at retail to customers
who are not telecommunicaticma carriers, including not only current tariffed services,
but also aDY promotional services offered for a period of more than 90 days,
discounted services, Mgrandfathered- services still beine provided, bundled service
offerings and special contract servicea. GCI will ap-ee not to resell residential
services to nonreaidential end users, nor to resell Lifeline or any other means·tested
service to end users not eligible to subscribe to Buch service offerings. Services
provided fur resale shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions. and
provided within the same time interVals (i.e. provisioning, installation or repair)
that TUN! provides these services to others, includine end users.

UNBUNDLED NE1WORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act, TUN! must also provide, to requesting telecommunications carriers,
interconnection and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feasible point, on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
nondiscriminatory, This must also iDcl.ude appropriate outage terms. (such as
credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate termB. In
combination with resale, discussed above, interconnection with GCt's local facilities
and unbundled access to certain TONI network elements can serve to allow the
provisioning by Gel of competitive local telecommunications services. The points
and types of intercoDl18etion and access, for which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following:

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbun~d loops include any and all elements that provide the connection, at all
levels, between the end user customer's premises and the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or its equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and services such as
ISDN, that require that facilities be feee of intrusive devices such as load coils or·
bridge taps.

1. Network Interface Device: The device used to establish connection between the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop: The physical facility connectinl the Network Interface Device to the
central office subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used, such as Digital Loop Carrier (DLC)
architecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the



Mr. John Ericboll
.April S, 1997
Pap 3

Network Interface Device and the MDF at the central office (or its equivalent).
In cases where remote switching equipment is used, and frame space or
entrance facility are Dot coDStrained, the loop is considered to be the physical
facilities between the Network Interface Device and the remote switching
facility MDF (or its equivalent).

Unbundled switching element•

.Unbundled switcbing includes any and all elements of a central office switch and/or
remote switching systems through which an end user's loop is connected to a network
to create a desired communication path between the end user and another point
based on signals originated by the end user.

1. Local Switching: The hardwam (trunk-side and line-side access) an~ Software
necessary to create a desired communication path between the end user and
another point based on sicnals oricinated by the end. user. Local Switching
includes all :features, functions, and capabilities of the switch. which include.
but are not limited to the basic switching function of connecting lin~s to lines,
lines to trunks, trunks to lines. and trunks to trunks, as wen as the same basic
capabilities made available to the TUNl's customers, such as a telephone
number. white page listing, and dial tone and all other features that the switch
is capable of providing, including but not limited to, the prQvWon of billing
information (end user and access), custom calling, eustolU local area signaling
service features, and Centrex, as well as any technically feasible customized
routing functions provided by the switch.

2. Local Tandem Switching: The hardware and software necessary to connect a
central office switch to another central office switch or to another point basad on
routing instructions received by the local tandem. switch. Local Tandem
Switching includes the basic switching function of connecting trunks to trunks
and all other functions that are centralized in tandem switches (as
distinguished from separate end-office switches). includinfl but not limited to
call recording, the routing ofcalls to operator services, and signaling conversion
features. .

Unbundled Transport Elements

Unbundled transport includes any and all physical facilities (dedicated or shared),
hardware and software used to connect central office switches, local tandem
switches, remote switches, and other networks in any colXlbination required to
provide a requested service. Such connection shall include connection to equipment
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designated by the requesting telecommunications carrier and the prOVlslOn 01
requested services shall include obtaining the functionality provided by digital
aross-connect systems and multiplexiq systems in the same manner that the TUN!
provides such functionality to interexcbaDee carriers. Transport elements include,
but 8!8 not limited to, lichte-oi-way, utilldor& and utiliwa1ke, con~uit. poles,
physical strand support, microwave dishes and towers, as well as all radio, fiber and
copper tn.uapott facilities. Such facilities may be "dark" or may include any
electronics employed, whether microwave, copper or tiber based, and employing any
multiplexing scheme or transm.usion protocol.

Collocation

Gel requests a discussion as to physical collocation of GCI equipment necessary for
interconnection or access to unbundled network elements within exisung wire
centers. GCI request. discussion as to virtual collocation to any remaitiing TUNI
wire centers for intercozmection and access to unbundled elements, where physical
collocation is not, for any reason, negotiated.

1. Physical Collocation: All necessary floor space, power, heating, air ccmmtioDing,
climate control, fire control, lightinla security, and safe, secure access to locate
equipment and. facilities within central offices and wire centers, or remote
installations. such as remote switching system., diptalloop 8nd subscriber loop
carriera, aDd fiber and other transport nodes, uaed to connect to facilities, or
hardware provided by an entity for itaelfor to facilities or hardware provided by
the LEO in any combination. No restrictions may be placed on the type 01"

manufacturer of equipment Qr facilities used 60 lone as the equipment or
facilities comply with F,CO Rules and RecuIations regarding the manufacture of
equipment and ienerally accepted industry standards.

2. Virtual Collocation: The ability to connect transmission facUitie& provided by
an entity to transmission facilities provided by the LEe at any point at which
the LEO interconnects transmission facilities. No restrictions may be placed on
the type or manu!at;turer of equipment or facilities used in such interoonDection
so long as the equipment or facilities comply with FCC Rules and Rerulations
regarding the manufacture of equipment and generally accepted industry
standards.
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Unbundled DirectoU Assistance and Directory Listings

Unbundled directory assistance includes the necessa:ry hardware, software,
information and databases to perform directory services, including the publication of
dimetories.

1. Directory Platforms: The hardware and software used to provide directory
services. Access to the platform (if any) will be provid'd in such a way so as to
allow remote directory stations to be connected to the platform.

2. Directory Listings and Databases: The directory listings, as well as access to
databases with information on individual telephone numbers, inclu.dinC the
name. address, zip code, city (or other location identifier) and the ability to
search for telephone numbers based on a name, address, or other . location
identifier.

Unbundled Operations Suvport SYstems

Unbundled operations support systems are each of the aystems, includinc the
necessary hardware, software and databases, used in the ordering, provisioning,
maintenance. testing, billing. and updating of network databases. As discussed
below under quality of services, access to each of the operatioDs support systems
shall be provided through the use of an electronic interface where possible. Each
operations support system must provide timely information the same as-the
information TONI provides to itself. In all cases~ TUN! should discuss with Gel the
steps neceaaary to provide access to electronic databases on a dedicated port basis,
facilitatinl remote (ot!·site) access to said databases.

1. Orderinr: and Provisioninc: The systems, databases, and procedures in which
the LEO establishes a request for service. including all features and functions,
assigns telephone numbers. schedules a date and time for installation (if access .
to a"location is required or ifa service call is required to activate service). This
includes but i8 not limited to input to and appropriate retrieval of data from the
service order input system, plant assignment records and the service order
dispatch system. Where plant records are established and maintained in paper
format only, access to current editions of those records, on site or telephonically
by GCI, will also be provided on a routine and scheduled basis. Input
capabilities must be provided into other databases which establish directory
listings, populate LIDB. and update directory services databases upon
provisioning ofthe end user's service. Input into databases to activate features
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and functions ordered by the end user must also be provided to fully implement
the end user's service request.

2. Billine: The information recorded by the central oflice, adjunct processor, or
centralized recording devices relating to calls from or to an end user's loop.
Billing information shall be furnished on request and ahall include all
information necessary to bill the end user for calls it is required to pay £Or-and.
verify all information necessary to verify charges {or eerviees that GCI is
required to pay mr. TUNI will provide for the retrieval of data from the
database in which TUNI stores customer information used to generate a bill to
the end user based on the service and features and functions ordered by the end
user. Billing information used to generate a bill for or to GOl would include, but
not be limited to, data in the appropriate Automatic Message Accounting
(AMA) record.$ and the Carrier Access Billing System (CABS) databa~8.

3. Maintenance: The systems, databases, and procedures in which TUN!
~enerates customer reported troubles, schedules appointments for work at end
user premises, and schedules fepair actions. Where trouble tickets are still
tracked manually, access to those records regarding GCI end users should also
be provided. Access to appropriate data from databases which monitor and
report on the integrity ofthe TUN! network and can be used to inform end users
ofnetwork problems impacting the end user's ability to complete calls to specific
locatioDS. Access to maintenance databases would include, but not be limited
m. access to the trouble dispatch system and any network monitoring and
trouble tracking systems. Where tlouble tickets ue still tracked manually,
access to those records must also be provided.

4. Testin,: The systems used by the LEO to isolate troubles and direct repair
operations. The systems used by the LEe to routinely test individual parts of
the network (loops. switches. transmission, and other functional parts of the
network) and report on the performance of these individual parts. This section
should be interpreted to require access to the systems. databases, and
procedures listed above under maintenance. Line and trunk testing for GCI
facilities shall be furnished on request, along with testing for any module or bay
housing GCllines and trunks.

5. Quality of service: Access to each of the operations support systems shall be
provided through the use of electronic interfaces, or if such interfaces are not
utilized by TUNI. then the best means practically available. Each operations
support system must provide timely information, the same as or better than
the information TUN! provides to itself. In all cases. TUNI should discuss with
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GCt the steps necessary to, as soon as possible. provide access to electronic
databases on a dedicated port basia, t'acilitating remote (off·eite) access to said
databases.

Support services provided relating to resale shall be equal in quality, subject to
the same conditions, aud provided within the same provisioninC time intervals
that TUNl provides these services to others, incl~g end usera. Support
services provided relating to unbundled network elements (i.e. assignment,
installation or repair) sball be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions,
and pxovided within the same proVisioning time intervals that TUNI provides
these services to itself or others. including end users.

TUNI should furnish to GCI comparative quality of service and network
performance data, reporting TONI VB. CLEC performance (average instiillation
time, average outaps. e-OO.) the same as or better than the infomuition data
that TONI provides to itself.

NOTICE QF CHANGES

Whether competitive local $ervices are provided by resale of telecommunications
services or through the use of facilities (interconnected and/or unbundled), the Act
requires TUN! to provide reasonable notice to 001 of eba:Dpa in the information
necessary for the provision ofsuch servicest as well as any of any other changes that
would affect the interoperability of our respective facilities and networks. GCI
would propose that TUN! provide GCI with notice regardiDg any network chaDge
that will affect Gcrs performance or ability to provide servioe or will affect TUNI's
interoperability with other service providers. Such notice shall be given to the
public, including GCI. pursuant to the Regulations contained at 47 C.F.R. 51.325
335, and to GCI individually at regularly scheduled meetings between designated
eqineering representatives of the parties. TUNI ehan live notice to Gel of its
initial election of methods under 47 C.F.R. 61.329(a) and of any changes in. such
method.. GCI also specifically requests pricing of any, and. all systems training
materials and support necessary to implement any such changes as part of such
notice.

NUMBER PORTABILITYIDIALING PARITY

Under the.Act, TUNI must provide number portability to subscribers and dialing
parity to compe'tini providers of local telecommunications services. In the event
that these cannot be provided'with existing 8oftware, Gel would propose that
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number portability, and dialing parity for 0+, 0-, 411, 555-1212, 844 ete., be
instituted on an interim basis.

1. Number Portability: Proper iDlplementation of Number Portability awaits
industry consensus and is dependent on deployment of a Service Control Point·
based Advanced Intelligent Network. Until such an industry plan fur
implementing local number portability is developed, and a network supporting'
such a plan is available at TUNl, Gel would propose implementinl number 
portability through the establishment of its own dedicated NXXs in each Wire
Center. and the use of a Direct Inward Dialing-type solution. to support retention
orexisting numbers by current TUNl customers mierating to Gel, upon entry by
G01 into loc.al competition inTUN! service areas. -

2. Dialing Parity: 'Dia]ingparity' means that a penon that is not an af6Jiate of a
local exchange carrier is able to provide telecommunications services in such a
manner that customers have the ability to route automatically, without the \lee
of any acce&S code, their telecommunications to the telecommunications services
provider of the customers designation from among two .or more
telecommunications services providers (including such local excbange carrier.)
Gel anticipates that TUNl1s current capabilities can accommodate the provision
of dialing parity.

RIGHTS-OF..WAY

In addition to the collocation described above, TUN! shall provide OCI with nOD

discriminatory access to any pole, duct, conduit, utilidorslwalk or rilhts-of -way
(mcludinc fee property) owned or controlled by it. Non-discriminatory access shall
include. any use to which TUN! puts such facilities or property, including the
placement of equipD1ent. including remote terminals, on property owned or
controlled by TUNI. In order to facilitate negotiations and finalize facilities plans,
it is necessary that Gel be provided adequate infOrmation regarding the placement
and fill as to these facilities, especially as they relate to the interconnection and
access points referenced above.

RECIPROCAL COMPENSATION

Finally, TUNl and Gel must negotiate and establish reciprocal compensation
arrangements tbr the transport and termination of telecommunication traffic
between the networks. This reciprocal compensation arrangement must be just and
reasonable, such that the terms and conditions provide for the mutual and reciprocal
recovery of costs associated with the transport and termination on the respective
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facilities of calls originatinl on the facilities of tho other. Further, the terms and
conditions must be based upon a reasonable approximation of the additional costs
of terminatinC 8\1Ch ca.lle. Gel would propose that this reciprocal recovery be
initially provided by a "bill-and.-keep· arrangement as to any facilities affected,
pending final network configuration.

Pursuant to the ~, a copy of this request i. being furnished to the Alaska Public
Utilities Commission. We look forward to your timely response to this request and

. the start of negotiations.

Gel COMMUNICATION, CORP.

cc: APUC
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage,.AX 99501

By:

Its:
Mark R. Moderow
Corporate Counsel

-
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Alaska Public Utilities Com.miasion
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501

near Commissioners:

I

Attached please find a copy ofour bona fide request. dated Apri12, ·1997, to
Telephone Utilities ofAlaska, Inc.• d/b/a PTI TelecommUDications \TUA"h for
interconueetion services and Detwork elements. As you know, TUA is ciassified as a
"Rural Telephone CompanY' UDder the terms of the Teleoommunicationa Act of
1996. The request. and this notice are presented under the terms ofSections 251
and 262 afthe Act.

Ifyou have any questiona retarding this notice. please feel free to call me at 265
5664. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 DenaD Street • Suite 1000 • Anohorage. Alaska 99603-2781 • 907/266-5800



April 2, 1997

Mr. John Erickson
Vice President, Alaska Operations
Telephone Utilities otAlas~ Inc.
d/b/aJ PTl Telecommunications
3940 Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage. AX 99508

Re: Interconnection for Local Services

Dear Mr. Ericbon:

This correspondence will serve to request that Telephone Utilities of Alaska, me.
("TUA") begin good faith negotiations towards voluntary apeement for
interconnection. services aDd network elements necessary fbr GCI Communication
Coq»., ("GCIj to provide local telecommunications servicea in the entire study areas
encompa88iDr DoucIas, Eielson A.F.B., Ft. Wainwright, Juneau, Sterling. and Lemon
Creek. This letter constitutes a bona fide request for such interconnection, services
and network elements under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
(the "Act) and AS 42.05.811. To ascertain the final tems and network
confiIurations, it will be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices for
telecommunications services to be resold at just and reasonable prices. and for other
interconnection and network elements. In order to facilitate the·start of
negotiations, this letter sets forth necessary terms and conditions for resale
interconneetion and network element interconnection separately.

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Act. TUA must offer for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subscribers who 8l'e not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates. less any
portion attributable to marketing, billing'. collection, overhead or other costs that
will be avoided by TUA. OCl proposes that TUA provide. for resale at wholesale

2550 DenaJi Street • SLite 1000 • Anchorage, Alaska Q9fS03-2781 • 907/265-5600
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rates, any telecommunications service that TUA provides at retail to customers who
are not teleoommunicationa carriers, including not only current tariffed services, but
also any promotional services offered fOr a period of more than 90 days, discounted
services, tlgrandfatheredlt services still beinl provided, bundled service offerinp and
special contract services. GCI will agree Dot to resell residential services to
nonresidential end users, nor to resell I.if'eline or any other means·tested service to
end users not eligible to subscribe to su.ch service offerings. Services provided for
resale shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions, and provided within
the same time intervals (i.e. provisioning, installation or repair) that TUA provides
these services to others, including end uaers.

UNBUNDLED NETWORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act, TUA must also provide, to requesting teleeommunication~carriers,
interconnection and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feasible point, on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
nondiscriminatory. This must also include appropriate outage terms (such as
credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate te~8. In
combination with resale, discussed above. interconnection with GCI's local facilities
and unbundled access to certain TUA network elements can serve to allow the
provisioning by Gel of competitive local telecommunications services. The pointe
and types of interconnection and access, fOr which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following:

UnblUldled Loop Elements

Unbundled loops include any and all eleDlents that provide the connection, at all
levels, between the end user customer's premises and the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or ita equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and services such as

. ISDN, that require that facilities be free of intrusive devices such as load coils or
bridge taps.

1. Network Interface Device: The device used to establish connection between the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop~ The physical facility conneetini the Network Interface Device to the
central office subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used. such a8 DigitallDop Carrier (DLC)
architecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the
Network Interface Device and the MDF at the central office (or its equivalent).


